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Dear Mayor Yamaguchi,

Ethan Berkowitz
Mayor of Anchorage

This past September [ was honored to travel with a fourteen-member delegation from Anchorage
to Chitose. We were moved by how welcoming everyone was throughout the entire trip - from the
airport to City Hall. You showed us a kindness beyond words. All the delegates had an incredible
experience and reported that it was a trip of a lifetime.

In commemoration of the 50th anniversary, we would like to give special recognition to Mr. Tatsuo
Manabe, Honorable Citizen of Anchorage, who played a key role in formally establishing Anchorage
and Chitose as Sister Cities in 1969. Until he passed away, Mr. Manabe stayed closely connected to
both cities, working to deepen our relationship with one another. We are grateful to continue his
legacy.

Anchorage and Chitose share much in common. From our elementary school exchange to our new
partnership between the indigenous peoples of Alaska and Japan, we are thankful for the many
ways we connect with one another.

We cherish the memories we have had together and look forward to furthering our relationship for
the next 50 years.

[ wish all in your great city of Chitose abundant health and happiness, peace and prosperity.

Warm regards,
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Contribution

Masatoshi Sato

Head of the Consular Office of Japan in Anchorage

As the representative of the government of Japan in the State of Alaska, I would like to express my
sincere congratulations on the 50th anniversary of the Chitose-Anchorage sister-city relationship.
[ also have the greatest respect for the Mayor of Chitose, Mr. Kotaro Yamaguchi, the Mayor of
Anchorage, Mr. Ethan Berkowitz, and the many people in both municipalities who have all given
their support and time to strengthening the bonds of friendship between Chitose and Anchorage
throughout the years.

Cultural and educational exchanges between Chitose and Anchorage have grown steadily since
the beginning of the relationship in 1969. In particular, the student exchange programs between
elementary, junior high, and high schools in Chitose and Sand Lake Elementary School, Mears
Middle School, and Dimond High School in Anchorage have made remarkable contributions to
fostering the Chitose-Anchorage friendship.

[ still remember the sparkling eyes of the fifth- and sixth-graders from Chitose when they
performed the Yosakoi Soran festival dance at Sand Lake Elementary School in January 2018.
Recently, I read essays written by the Chitose students who visited Mears Middle School in January
2019. I found that each of them had made wonderful memories.

On September 4, 2019, Chitose City held the English Speech Contest in commemoration of the
50th anniversary of the sister-city relationship; there, my wife and I witnessed the passion of the
student contestants aiming for a visit to Dimond High School.

I'm sure that the elementary, junior high and high school students who visited Anchorage have
broaden their horizons, developed respect for others, and have come to take pride in their unique
Japanese heritage through their participation in the student exchange programs.

I sincerely hope that the Chitose-Anchorage ties and friendship will thrive even more for the future,
and that the young people who have benefited from the reciprocal student exchanges and other

exchanges will play a key role in deepening the ties and friendship between the two municipalities.
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To offer our felicitations to the 50th anniversary of the
Sister-City Affiliation

Yorihisa Takizawa

Chitose Sister Cities Fraternity Association Former
Chairperson
(Resigned-October 2019)

[ am deeply grateful for the opportunity to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Sister-City
Affiliation between Anchorage and Chitose together with the people of Chitose. And I would like
to express my gratitude to the Chitose Sister Cities Fraternity Association for being involved in this
memorable ceremony with Chitose City Hall.

The predecessor organization of the Chitose Sister Cities Fraternity Association was the Chitose
- Anchorage Friendship Association which was formed in 1970 following the year that the two
cities made the sister city agreement. Since the association was established as the Chitose Sister
Cities Fraternity Association in 2001, we continued to hold a lot of programs at the citizens level
and have played a significant role in promoting sister cities exchanges with the members of the
Anchorage Sister Cities Commission.

In the second part of the ceremony of the 50th anniversary last September, we hosted the finals
of the English Speech Contest for high school students. Each of the 5 students who had won the
preliminary round had excellent English and presentation skills. We could not sufficiently express
the great attitude of those students who will be leading the international city of Chitose in the
future.

Our association sponsored the first and second placed students. And Chitose Lions Club with 5
other organizations prized another one. Altogether they went to Dimond High School in Anchorage.
Those students had experienced a different culture and have learned a lot through making friends
and meeting many people there.

The heartwarming welcome of Anchorage city officials in this project is the result of the "bond of
exchange" that built up by all the people involved in the past.

Our association will continue to cooperate with the Anchorage Sister Cities Commission and keep
our relationship for many years to come. I hope that the development of exchange between Chitose
and Anchorage will strengthen our ties. With this I would like to leave here my congratulations for

the 50th anniversary of the Sister-City Affiliation.
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To offer our felicitations to the 50th anniversary of the
Sister-City Affiliation

Jeff Landfield

Chair

Anchorage Sister Cities Commission
The Anchorage Sister Cities Commission is excited to be included in the memory book celebrating
our 50 year relationship with our Sister City of Chitose. The relationship with Chitose goes back
many years and has created some great memories for current and former Commissioners, as well

as many Anchorage residents.

The visit to Chitose in 2019 by the Anchorage delegation, that included Mayor Ethan Berkowitz,
Assembly member Chris Constant, Assembly member Forrest Dunbar, Commissioner Hiroko
Harada, and many Anchorage residents was a big success. The hospitality Chitose showed was
incredible. We were happy to return the favor and host a delegation of Ainu from Chitose in

January. We look forward to continuing our great relationship with Chitose for the next 50 years.
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