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The mark of the 50th anniversary of Chitose-Anchorage
Sister-City Affiliation

Kotaro Yamaguchi
Mayor of Chitose

It was a great pleasure for Chitose city which is aiming to become an international city, to celebrate
the 50th anniversary of the Sister-City Affiliation with Anchorage in the beginning of the Reiwa era.
[ would like to express my sincere gratitude for the wonderful ceremony and the banquet that were
held together with Mr. Ethan Berkowitz, the mayor of Anchorage, Alaska in the United States of
America, and his delegation who are our very close friends even living three thousand three miles
far away and with the people of Chitose who has been engaged in the sister city relationship. And
[ also would like to show my real respects to the pioneers who have connected our cities' long
history of 50 years and the late Mr. Tatsuo Manabe for his grand effort in the Sister-City Affiliation.
The long-standing exchange between the two cities began when Mayor George Sullivan and Mayor
Tadao Yoneta signed a Sister City Alliance in April of 1969 after Anchorage proposed a sister
city partnership to Japan in March of 1968 and moreover, both of the cities were well known as
"airport cities".

The New Chitose Airport became the edge of the Sister-City Affiliation and has grown actively at the
present. The annual number of passengers on both, domestic and international flights, exceeded
24.59 million in 2019 and it has been holding a record high for six consecutive years.

We have continued to interact in various fields starting with high school students exchange
programs, girl scout activities and boys baseball games since the starting of the exchange
between the two cities. And for the 40th anniversary in 2009, we formed a delegation that visited
Anchorage to sign the reaffirmation of the Sister-City Affiliation with Mr. Dan Sullivan, then the
mayor of Anchorage or the son of Mr. George Sullivan. It has been 10 years since then and we are
thankful to reconfirm on this 50th anniversary with Mayor Berkowitz.

During these 50 years, the world went under uncountable changes also the aspects of cultural
exchanges have diversified. The choices are infinite, but the bond that unite us are far from modify
themselves since they are based on mutual respect and understanding.

With the 50-year history background of our cities, we will continue to develop and deepen our ties

and friendship for the future.



